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Black n white... Love т? hate... Life ^n death. 


Is said, there's a THIN An’ its TRUE, 1 suppose, 
LINE between ет. but that thin line is a Or misunderstanding. 
piece of string, stretched 


| across а grand canyon... 


Reminds me of an 


old joke, Something The punchline аб 


n? 
to do with insanity 
an a beam of light. 


Not m the details. 
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--NOT BELIEVE 5 IY YOUTHNK NW pulse % 
WHO WE GOT т SHOULD? Ў skyrockerine. 
I MEAN, THERE 


"Trauma. У YOU WANNA 


SEE WHO HE IS | 
| ВЕҒОРЕ EVERY- 
BODY ELSE 
DOES, YOU 
BETTER. 


THAT'S 
МОТ WHy-- 
I SAID HEAD... 
EASY THERE, 
BIG MAN, EASY. / ` 
І JUS'-- 








One more thing 
about a FALL... 
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«have to 


START 


somewhere. 






That's the tricky 
part. With the 
Almighty involved, 
its a bit of (до 









| Wat; NOW 


we-have: a story. 





One I’m gonna try to avoid having 
to tell, WHILE I’m telling it. 





Back, broken, 
the very least. 


EDT. 
|“ ‘NEVER 


Falling from 
that height? 


das 
p Hell a pas 
lad from KRYPTON. 








HERE, SON. 
YOU'RE DOING 
k. FINE... 


Their SOULS 2 | 
are part of OURS С 19 Ж ፊፊ 
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። ጾ vd ` = 
ዶ 1 Z XN 
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Always the worst 
words could he 
spoke at me. 


You need MY help, 
you either are or 
will soon бе... 


... BEYOND redemption 
Not my fault, I | 


SN 
` Tớ. 


|. 4 


«your original 
UNRELIABLE 


narrator... 


... John 
CONSTANTINE. 





YOURE ` Р ማጽ NO SIR, 
ALFRED... ; 5 SEEMS THE 
А А BUTLER | 
TOOK THE... 2 


KNIGHT У 
FF. 


et 


JA 











1 EXIST 
x BEFORE AND 
A AFTER ALL. т 


1 AM DESIRE 
ANO FEAR OF 
DESIRE... 
















Ever wake up Can b&SDISORIENTING, 
an not know Hill yol suss\out youre іп ., 
Where you are? @ hotel, or you hear some 


— = pick-up snoring through а 
т ТІГ that, not long ago, you 
were sucking~at intimately.» ` 





x ж” 4 | ⁄ < 
< b N xt 4 | 
RING But what if 
: it don” come? 
Ра 


W YOU NEED 
A FRIEND. | 








WELCOME N Z ` Р ` 
BACK TO THE | `“ TELLY CAN 
WORLD OF ~ CARRY THE ‘COURSE. 
REST, AN' 1 KNOW 
YOU, SO LET'S 
SPARE THE 
FORMALITIES. 


THE LIVIN’, 





AN’ I DON’ 

MEAN YOU, | 
PEST, 50 
SOD OFF. 
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{ POLICE DISCOVER INGOTHAM RIVER 
NEWS Y 


--AND IT SEEMS € 
THAT A DECADES- 
LONG GOTHAM 
NIGHTMARE 
18 OVER... 











AH. THE ' 


SEEMS 
QUESTION THE COPPERS 
TATTOOED HAVENT A 
ON EVERY 
CORPSE, £ 


YEAH, 
WELL THAT 


AT LONG 
LAST, THE МАМ Ñ 
RESPONSIBLE FOR Ü 
$ MORE DEATHS М ( 
THIS CITY THAN ¢ 














I say that, havin’ 
a knowledge of T. 


An’ the depths we'll 
go to ESCAPE it. 








DAD, 

I COUNTED 
TO SEVENTEEN 
BEFORE MY SPIT 
HIT THE WATER! 
THAT’S LON 

RIGHT? 


e, 


IT SURE IS, 
BRUCE! TELL 
YOU WHAT--TRY 


RACING YOUR 
SPIT WITH THIS 


LOOK, TOMMY, 


YOUR KID, HE 
| SEEMS МІСЕ, BUT 


IF YOU WANNA 


SPEND TIME 
` wi 3 








BRUCE! y 
WHAT THE a> WANT TO GET 
ай Mr; YOURSELF 


KILLED?/? 


< 
DO you 
WANT TO GET 
YOURSELF 
KILLED? | 
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a THAT DONE | 
Cal THIS--I SEEN 
HM! 
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THE DEVIL 
FELL FROM 
HEAVEN! 





/ There бе 
UNGELS, too. Ü! 


Ik; GOOD they 


What PURPOSE | 


do angels serve? 








WHAT 
YOU SEE-- 
YOU DENY-- 
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COD в INSAN, 
I SEE WAY 


A BEYOND! 
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Why, Jim Gordon, wulo knew 
you had a funny Kone? 
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LEAVE МЕ ) 
| ALONE! 


š ZZ 
е, NW 
d wager NOT the 
man who, finds it 
fun to break ет. 
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аа, 





О friend, "Lt 
"100 late forzthat. 









Cant take back 

— what you SEEN, or ': 

What you YesSAID, A 
a ሪፖ. >. 







pu 
у; Z HE heard you, an now? 
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// mean, one "йа have to 4 
a raving /LUNATIC to come N 
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‘Not hang to believe, 
2419215 МЫ grand 


Я ey things? = W 2) 









If not, the very act 4 
of creation itself. a 
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Hell, who ат 
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STANDING 
By 


RESCAN 
FOR RECENT 
WOUNDS 
OR SCAR 
TISSUE. 


EXPECTED 
BLOOD VESSEL 
TRAUMA AT 
JOINTS 


BRUISING 
ON BACK 
AND RIGHT 


SWELLING IN 
RIGHT LABRUM 
POINT ZERO 
TWO PERCENT 
GREATER 
THAN 


HEART 
RATE ONE 
TWENTY OVER 
EIGHTY-SIX 


WEIGHT 
TWO HUNDRED 
SEVENTY POINT 


CONTUSIONS 


EVIDENCE 
OF MULTIPLE 
FATAL STAB 
WOUNDS?! 





JOHN DOE, 
FOUND ON 
BRIDGE 


CURRENT 
LOCATION 
GOTHAM 
MORGUE 


JOHN DOE, 
RETRIEVED 
FROM RIVER / 


CURRENT 
LOCATION 
UNKNOWN 


NO FURTHER 
INFORMATION 


REPORT 
DEATHS TONIGHT, 
ON OR NEAR 
GOTHAM GATE 
BRIDGE. 


NO. A BODY 
JUST DOESN'T 
DISAPPEAR. 
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KNOW WHAT 
SEPARATES ም - 

HUMANITY FROM IT'S THE 
ANIMALS? ABILITY 


TO LIE. 


BECAUSE 
IT' THE SOUL-- 
A PURELY HUMAN 
TRAIT--GIVES US 
THE ABILITY 
TO LIE. 


THAT'S 
RIGHT, 1M 
GOING THERE, 
EYES ON THE 


OKAY, KEEP 
YOUR EYES 
ON THE CARD, 
OUR FURRY 
THE QUEEN OF FRIENDS CAN 


CLUBS, QUEEN 
ONLY TELL THE 
OF CLUBS... TRUTH, ሸ WHY 
WE LOVE “EM, 
GOD BLESS THEIR 
SOULLESS 
HEARTS, 


WHERE'S 
YOUR 
QUEEN? 
/ 





“HOMELESS 
DUDE,” MAN, 


STEERED У! 
RIGHT, OR DID HE 


WELL, 
WELL, WELL. 
LOOK WHO 
IT IS... 





TELLING 
LIES IS PART 
OF OUR FABRIC. 
BUT IT'S BALANCED 
BY THE DESIRE 
TO BELIEVE 
LIES, TOO. 


HEY, 
BATMAN... 


COULD BE 
SAID, WHAT 
MAKES US 
HUMAN IS THE 
ABILITY TO 
DECEIVE... 


x i AND TO BE 


IM ЕТТЕ. DECEIVED. 










horrorshow... 





4 Needs some explainin’. 


$ 
Name was Boston Brand, Now, though, 
when he was alive. he’s! DEAD, m 
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An’a PEST, to be honest. 
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THERE'S А Ñ 
CONSPIRACY 

AGAINST 








E р 
Dot Bue miserable Sod can ቂሙ ለ 

stay put in one body too long. 2], Д 

w like food poisoning... “pa © 
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Or\the ПІ. 
He's not quite 


“27683. 1 
puke, 44 Т 


EYES ОМ 
THE CARDS-- 
THEY'RE MOVING 
QUICKLY. CAN'T 
STOP THEM. 





LOOKIN’ FER 
A BUDDY A MINE, 


PROLLY BEEN THERE 


MORE THAN ONCE. 
WORRIED ABOUT 
ЛМ, GOTTA 
FIND HIM... 







THIS YOUR 
FRIEND? 


# ў 





NR MA NN 
\\ d 


\ 4 
Е 3 Y 
LURE part of his Di 
кола has utterly ` 
Doesnt it stand: 
i standard 15 so high 
help but E 
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You re human" 


after а, ит 1 ; 















STUPID, 
THOMAS! 


YOU KEEP 
de lio t б 


MARTHA, 
IM NOT 
CALLING 
YOU-- 


YOU WANT | 
TO WAKE 
BRUCE? 


ee eS ae 






Only the DEAD dont sleep. 








LISTEN TO 


BECAUSE 
I'M NOT YOUR 


ALWAYS LISTEN! 


THROUGH 
BELIEVIN-- 


BRUCE 
AS YOUR 
EXCUSE. 






























6፡2 
YOU CRY 
FOR ME? 











J WORD OF A 
KIDNAPPING THAT 
UNFORTUNATELY 
CAN MEAN ONLY 

¬ ONE THING... 














Your nightmare, 
Gotham, continues. 







For a minister, a rabbi and, | 
a priest were simultaneously 
р 


abducted just minutes agoi | 






‘Ave you heard that one? 


Feel the connection 
| slither up your spine 






= ог run down your leg? ` መመመ —- 
= ኀ іся X 
om Then you're not alone. 9 T É 
= |. That crime can only бе... | BE 





The work of Tớ 


one man. | e Ñ | WALKS INTO 
= | Ғ А CHURCH... 


16 THAT H \ < 

SUPPOSED TO N FUNNY? я 
ВЕ FUNNY, ` HEAVENS “BEER 

CONSTANTINE? Á Ë NO. ል . 





DO YOU 
BELIEVE IN 


“Moot question, 
Med su TA 
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э — __— TE ни 
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For obviously, 
it believes in YOU. 
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Us living, y know what we share-- 


As in all HAVE, an’ share? 


As in all GIVE? 








/ 
Which leadsto the 
; ^. از‎ | j proverbial lies. 
We HURT. ГА commonality M N 
>> we experience) 


ላ / completely ALONE. 
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we тілер 


ап” not art, tol Ке» RR и 27 ZR 


to keep the Bullet + 
the mouth.. | ‘ 
# А | Ёа E ass What 


don - kill и, makes 
f 
us stronger’... 


f, E МЕ ух м 


; What Hoe kill us... 








Ma кенінен 
Ш ҮЙ 


And soul. 
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TRUTH IS, 
ІРІТУ 
ТНЕМ 





EH... 
THE ROYAL, VW 
MAKES YOU D 
FEEL LESS ደ 


ASSUMING, ቺ 
OF COURSE, 
FEELING 
15 SOMETHING 
YOU STILL 
BOTHER 


BEING 
PSYCHOANALYZED 
IS SOMETHING 
I DEFINITELY 


STRIKE 
A NERVE, 


DO FEEL 
SOMETHING. 


JOKER'S 
ALIVE. 


I REALIZE WE 

SAW A CORPSE 

እ DRAGGED FROM 
THE RIVER. 


AN ALTAR, 


| 2 DESECRATED. HE 
SN + 4 2 
| ` ` 4 THERE'S 2 
сай 372 MORE TO 
) ~ 4 THIS. MORE 
í l6 
"a $] RESPONSIBLE? г 
і ^ 
| ат. Xx 


IS NONE 
OF YOUR 
BUSINESS, 





№ WE ALSO SAW 
N 





е: 
ж 
io s 
you - 
KNOW THE " 
À THERE, 


CAVERN? 
1 = 
4 
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GETTING 
A BIT CLOSE, 
ARENT YOU? 
ONE MORE STEP 
FORWARD 
AN... 


LIKE YOU, 
CONSTANTINE. 
BUT I'D 
NEVER... 
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WHY 
AREN'T YOU 
DRESSED? 


WE'RE 
SUPPOSED 


A CLOUD 
OF DUST! 





FINE, WALK 
OUT, YOU 
N COWARD. 


HAVE THIS 
HOUSE OVER 
MY DEAD 
BODY! 











REALLY, 
MARTHA? HOW 
DOES "DON'T BE 
HERE WHEN I 
DO GET BACK" 
GRAB YOU? 


DAD, 
WE GOT 
THINGS MOTHER 


TO DO! WANTS 


I KNOW ላሻ 
SHE 
DOES! 
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Such а sad little 
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Ultimately though? N 


Ñ | 
\ The heart returns to its ruler... 












BRUCE-- 
PROMISE ME 
YOU'LL NEVER DO 
THAT AGAIN. YOU'LL 
NEVER POINT A GUN 
ANYONE, NO MATTER 


YOU FEEL! MA 
PROMISE ME, CRYING? 
BRUCE! = 


MOM, 

ІМ SORRY! 
I DIDN'T MEAN 
TO MAKE 
YOU CRY... 


They never do... 





No. Stay with MAD. 


Let the anger smolder 
an’ catch, BURN AWAY 


unnecessary thought. 


Focus on the TASK... 





Sounds as if a mob has 
been whipped into ад CC 
murderous КАСЕ. ҒА 
ዬን 


Not quite--they те 
` screaming: Insexaltation.. 


м N 
‘Sneaky bastard, № 
E that exalted. 4 ` 
a / 








HOLE YOU'VE 
DUG FOR 


YOURSELVES! 








THE PIT 
YOU CAN'T 
FILL 


OVER EACH 
OTHER, OVER 
AND OVER THE 
WORM 16 YOUR 
OVER 


YOU MADE 
BARE NOW, 
YOU'LL NEVER 
RE-COVER 





WELCOME 
TO MY 
NIGHTMARE 


SURROUNDED 
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BY THE LIKES OF 
WHAT I HATE 


S, YOU 


LIKE 
THE TIGER 
ROAR: 
GRATE-- 








MY 
REALITY 


ў /  FUCKIN' 
YER DUALITY, 
BAT 


5 > k. MAN 
3 he iN \ BEHIND THE 
à MASK 





MIND IF 
IASK 


WHO 
YOU HIDIN’ 
FROM? 


WHAT'S 
YOUR BLACK 
CAT, BAT? 





you 
WEAR A 
DISGUISE? 









IT AIN'T 





mà. а 


-- 





ENOUGH! 


A MUTUAL 
FRIEND HAS 
LED ME TO 
BELIEVE YOU 


2008] KNOW WHERE 


HE IS. 


BULLSHIT 
ME. YOU AIN'T 
GOT NO 
FRIENDS. 











GIVE 
THE WORD 
AND THEY'LL 
SHOOT, 
RIGHT? 


GIVEN OUR 
PROXIMITY, 
IF YOU DON'T 


AN’ SINCE 
I WILL THE 
WAY, BEST YOU y 
CHILL ‘FO I SAY, 
AN’ DOMINOES 
START Ё 
FALLIN’... 





THIS FUCKIN’ 
SATAN WANNABE 
WILL SPOUT SOME 
MUMBO JUMBO, 
MAKE YOU NEVER 
WANT TO-- 


IT'S ME-- 
OCCULT 


LISTEN, 


ms У 
COOL, WE GOTTA 


те GET OUT OF 


CONSPIRACY COOL. THIS CELLAR. 


AGAINST YOU? 
REMEMBER? 


STAY OUT 
OF THIS, 
BRAND. 


YOU CAN'T BE 
DOWN HERE. 


GET YO' 
FUCKIN’ 
JUNKY ASS 
ABOVE GROUND 
"FORE I GRAB 
yo' SOUL ву | 
THE BALLS / 
АМ / 
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!ኝ ነ see WHAT YOU ይዊ 
\ NOW ве. м 
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WHAT BE 
LEFT, DOES 
IT BELONG 

TO ME? 





YOU'RE SAFE-- 
у ГМ HERE. 











BATMAN! 
THERE'S-- 





SO WHAT'S 
THE PLAN? 








WOULDN'T 
BELIEVE HOW ( 
INTENSE THIS vu 


FEELS! 





I KNOW 
WHAT 
YOU DID! 


YOU DID! 











ў: Be YOU GET 


"| TOBATTLE P 
ALIENS! 


PLEASE, 
JUST 
№ MARTHA. ፅ 








I DIDN'T 
ASK IF 
YOU DID, 


sí time you "re N 
NOT the center 


of the universe. ¿Qe 


а “аа 


e Boil a 2 “chị 





YOU ONE 
HARD-CORE 
MUTHAFUCKA. SO FROM 
у ОМЕ ТО 
5 ru GIVE ANOTHER... 
YOU THAT, 
\ BAT. ằ 





y PULLIN’ AN 


OF THE 
FIRE? 


FEE Fl FO 


FUCK YOU, ANOTHER 


DARK KNIGHT ХО 
IN GOTHAM да 
I WANT HIM ; SHITTY. 
TO SUFFER. 
THIS AIN'T 


THERE'S A MAN 
IN THE FIRE...HE 
HAS ANSWERS 





Ol, IF ፲ HAD 
A PENNY FOR 


== DUE TO THE MAN 
IN THE FIRE'S 
ANSWERS... 


YOUR 
IRRATIONAL 
NEED FOR 

CONTROL CAN 
WAIT, ME- 
THINKS... 





It’s a pain. 
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IN YOUR Т 
E) VOICE, GORDON... V- 
I HEAR HOW LIMP 
YOU KNOW 


YOU ARE! 





BUT DON'T 
BLAME ME 
FOR THAT! 


YOU AND 
I AND I 
AND YOU... 


WE ARE 
С WHAT НЕ 
Д DESTROYED! Ди 












These are the bits that dim 
get you OFF, aren't they? з ЈЕ 








WITH A 


BASEBALL ) Sẽ 














EX HARLEY, WR 
ITS OVER. 2% 











WELL NOW, 
NO MORE 
NOS/ 


WHEN HE 
NEEDED 
NO TOBE | 


A LITTLE 
DEATH, TO 
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t we may BELONG 


on the other side. 





Tha 
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as in surrolinded — CONTROI 
is nothing any of us WAN 
ж. 








No, in reality, ዛ we аге 


unded „ 
CHAOS, an eternal hurricane blo mevery ` š 
INCONCEIVABLE direction that, PE ` 


warning, can sweep up Into our life and 
PULP us against anything harder than us. 
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\ Like one another. 
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Maybe it’s the лиф, 
cling to it so tight, 
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Who know we've 


NEVER Бад її. 
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^ Aint till the very end whic 
we are Closer to than Га like .) 
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ATT 
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= BCPA E z =8 
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қ ys! ж x z 
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A fate WORSE than. death. 








And then, they 
SELL fear. 





так. 
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JAYSUS, IT’S уя 
LIKE LISTENING VC T8 
ТО А BLEEDIN' — 


45 PLAYED Д 
AT 33... ) 





NOT SUCH A 

| BAD WAY TO 

GO THROUGH 
LIFE, IS IT? 


I'VE HAD JUST S | Ç 
ABOUT ENOUGH | A PISS OFF, 
OF YOUR SNARK, | А CONFUSE-US, 

ONSTANTINE! Ф | Ve > 


C'MON, 
EVEN AFTER 
I SNATCHED THE 
BELT MISS QUINN 
TOOK FROM YOUR 
WAIST BEFORE 
YOU AN' SHE, 





FANCY A 
CIGARETTE? 








THAN YOUR 
FRIEND. 


ТМ THE 
BEST CHANCE 
YOU'VE GOT. 


SURPRISED, 
WHAT WITH 
THEM POTATOES || 


GROWIN' IN 
YOUR EARS. , 


SEE, MUDDY 
MUCKETY-MUCK, 
WHILE THE WORLD 16 I OR BATMAN. 
IN NEED OF A SAVIOR, | YOU GET THAT, V 
HUMANITY NEEDS 9t я FEAR BEING OUR 
ITS DEVIL, OR / ЙА MOST EFFECTIVE 
BOOGEY... і MOTIVATOR. „28 





ARROGANT 
BASTARD. 
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MONSTER! 
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INTERFERE, 
YOU WASTE. 
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WRITTEN. 
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НАУЕ ТО DO 
WITH ME? 
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WHY YOU NO 
REMEMBER? 








LOVE 
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DAMNED "CAUSE WE DO 


Creating this book has been an experience... 


What BATMAN: DAMNED was meant to be when originally conceived and what it grew upito be are 
radically different. Of course they are. 


The seeds for this book were planted a decade before it was published, when DC was completely surprised 
by the hit JOKER turned out to be. And they were unprepared. I’m not referring to the print run selling 
out, but editorially. There was nothing to follow it with, to give readers more of whatthey wanted. This led 
Will Dennis and Mark Doyle (two Vertigo editors whom Lee and | have worked with loyally throughout our 
careers) to brainstorm...the Jokerverse. To take the world that we had created and tell more stories in it, 
with reinterpretations of other characters—recognizable, but slightly off. A more mature vision of what DC 
could be—the Black Label. The idea had some traction for a while. 


And then it didn’t. 


And then it did again, rising from the embers of an aborted DCU event that Ра been part of. DAMNED 

was a supernatural adventure story then, Batman in JUSTICE LEAGUE DARK, a little hell-on-Earth 

thing. It never gelled the way it could have (lucky us), mainly because І was coming at it from my Vertigo 
perspective; the story had a lot of adult themes. | remember talking with Lee about it when it didn’t work 
out; it was full of characters we both thought would be interesting to ground in a Batman story. Jim Lee saw 
something more; he saw a'project that could spearhead Black Label. 


So there I was in Dallas, in a hotel room, and looking out a window from which | could see the grassy knoll in 
the distance. | don’t know why that’s an important detail, but it is. Lee and | were talking on the phone, and 
we were excited, mature-readers excited. And format excited—Jim was giving us the opportunity to create 
a unique comic book experience (I’ve always considered this form of storytelling to be experienced—not 
just read), so naturally we were going to be ambitious and push the envelope. (Not just Lee and l either. 
When Jared got involved later in the lettering, he took chances and crafted something really special.) 


So we'd exorcised JUSTICE LEAGUE DARK out of DAMNED, but the characters as supernatural/occult 
entities remained. And it was morphing into a horror story, with Batman and his myth in the center. Our 
approach was disorienting: a detective story where reality can’t be trusted. As fate would have it (yes, | 
believe in that), Mark Doyle was in Dallas then, too. That evening, on the grassy knoll, | pitched him our... 
knightmare. 


It all came together in Turin, home of the eponymous shroud, and of Lee at the time. Also, it’s a city 
steeped in the occult. It’s purported to be one of the vertices of the black magic triangle. Pentagrams 
adorn more than one statue's head, and legend has the gates to hell located in Piazza Statuto. | was there 
so we could break our story. We had all the elements, all the characters, all the quirks. All the blood, and 
the sweat...but not the tears=we were missing our gut punch, and we were beating ourselves up over it. In 
every story we've told, sometime during the difficult birth something emerges that makes it part of a bigger 
picture. І guess that's its soul? Is that presumptuous of me? 


Anyway, said soul was hiding, being elusive...We’d just had lunch and were back at Lee’s studio—a truly 
inspiring place. We were talking about how the ending would play out, staging it, elliptically walking back to 
the beginning... 


And then a glimpse, a question asked...and a soul larger than life stepped from the shadows and blotted out 
the sun. 


Or maybe it wasn’t the shadows. Maybe it came out of those gates | mentioned earlier. 


Maybe...it just needed to be experienced. 


ВЕТАИ AZZARILLO 
June 2019 





ЯК! АИ AZZARELLO 


BRIAN AZZARELLO HAS BEEN WRITING COMICS 


PROFESSIONALLY SINCE THE MID-1990S. НЕ IS THE 
NEW YORK TIMES BEST-SELLING AUTHOR OF BATMAN, 
JONNY DOUBLE, SPACEMAN, MOONSHINE AND THE 
GROUNDBREAKING, HARVEY AND EISNER AWARD- 
WINNING SERIES 100 BULLETS, ALL CREATED IN 
COLLABORATION WITH ARTIST EDUARDO RISSO. HIS 
OTHER WORKS INCLUDE HELLBLAZER AND LOVELESS 
(BOTH WITH MARCELO FRUSIN), SUPERMAN: FOR 
TOMORROW (WITH JIM LEE), JOKER, LUTHOR AND 
BEFORE WATCHMEN (ALL WITH LEE BERMEJO), A 
CHARACTER-DEFINING THREE-YEAR RUN ON WONDER 
WOMAN (WITH CLIFF CHIANG), AS WELL AS DARK 
KNIGHT 111: THE MASTER RACE (WITH FRANK MILLER 
AND ANDY KUBERT). НЕ HAILS FROM CHICAGO. 


LEE 4ERM3JO 


AWARD-WINNING ARTIST LEE BERMEJO IS THE 
ILLUSTRATOR OF THE GRAPHIC NOVELS BATMAN/ 
DEATHBLOW, LUTHOR, BEFORE WATCHMEN: 
RORSCHACH AND THE NEW YORK TIMES BEST-SELLING 
JOKER, ALL OF WHICH WERE DONE IN COLLABORATION 
WITH WRITER BRIAN AZZARELLO. 


BERMEJO'S OTHER WORK FOR DC INCLUDES THE 
TITLES GLOBAL FREQUENCY (WITH WARREN ELLIS), 
SUPERMAN/GEN 13 (WITH ADAM HUGHES) AND 
HELLBLAZER (WITH MIKE CAREY), AS WELL AS 
SEVERAL DOZEN PAINTED COVERS. HE ALSO WROTE 
AND ILLUSTRATED THE BEST-SELLING GRAPHIC NOVELS 
BATMAN: NOEL AND SUICIDERS FOR VERTIGO. 
BERMEJO LIVES AND WORKS IN A'SMALL TOWN IN ITALY. 











THE 
JOKER 
IS DEAD 


There is no doubt about that. But whether Batman finally 
snapped his scrawny neck or some other sinister force in 
Gotham City did the deed is still a mystery. 


Problem is, Batman can't remember...and the more he digs into 
this labyrinthine case, the more he starts to doubt everything 
he’s uncovering. 


So who better to set him straight than...John Constantine? 


The problem with that is as much as John loves a good 
mystery, he loves messing with people's heads even more. 
So with John's “help,” the pair will delve into the sordid 
underbelly of Gotham as they race toward the mind-blowing 
truth of who murdered the Joker. 


BATMAN: DAMNED is a groundbreaking supernatural 
horror story told by two of comics’ greatest modern creators: 
Brian Azzarello (DARK KNIGHT Ill: THE MASTER RACE, 
100 BULLETS) and Lee Bermejo (HELLBLAZER, JOKER). 
This hardcover volume collects BATMAN: DAMNED №1-5 


and features a behind-the-scenes extras gallery with an 
afterword by Brian Azzarello. 


“BATMAN: DAMNED has no trouble 
standing apart from the crowd.” —IGN 


“А supernatural, out-of-continuity 
murder mystery that’s pitch-black in 
tone and filled with moments of genuine 
horror, thanks to Bermejo's art." —CBR 


“The art is so freaking good." —Nerdist 


Suggested for mature readers 
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